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(54) FORMATTING METHOD AND DATA WRITING METHOD FOR DISK RECORDING MEDIUM 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent a medium which is formatted incompletely from being used and 
detect the incompletion by erasing all DMA information first after formatting is 
started, and writing defect control information in al I DMAs lastly and then 
comparing contents of DOS and PDL areas of the respective DMAs. 
CONSTITUTION: After the formatting is started, the DMAs at the inner and outer 
peripheries are erased first. Then all tracks in a read/write area are erased 
and written in the order of DMA at the inner periphery, a user area, and DMAs at 
the outer periphery. After the writing, the written data are read out and 
inspected to check whether or not there is a defect, sector by sector. Then DMA 
information is written in four DMAs 1-4 at the inner and outer peripheries. At 
this time, an error check sector position information is registered in PDL area, 
and the contents of DOS and PDLs of the DMAs 1-4 are compared with each other. 
When the contents of more than properly selected numbers of DDSs and PDLs match 
each other, the end of the formatting is reported, but when not an error signal 
i s sent out. 
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